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St. John's Lodge No. 9

Serving Seattle since 1860

FROM THE EAST
WBTro. Jeffrey Pullen, Master

How is the balance in your life impacted by
Masonry?

Just like keeping a positive checkbook, balance is
a good practice (where you are putting in more than
you are taking out)...the same can apply to our
involvement in the Craft. What you are able to
withdraw from Masonry is directly attributed to what
are you willing to deposit into it.

Masonry is like a lending institution. If a Brother is seeking
something (i.e., inspiration, knowledge, perspective, etc.) it will be gladly
shared. However, there is an obligation on the borrower’s part to repay it
(or let’s say “pay it forward”). The only way our Craft is able to have the
reserves to provide and share with others is if we give back some of what
we have gained.

But the Bank of Freemasonry (BofF) is not just a lending institution;
it is a complete Wealth Management system. BofF is a Savings/Reserve
...It is a Retirement Planning service...an Accountancy...and beyond. But
remember, the currency used in this system to borrow, trade, and
purchase is that of “Light.” Additional benefits of membership with BofF
include: no withdrawal fees as BofF operates on a principle of not
charging something to share; no exchange rate fees as an individual’s
own unique currency of Light is valued equally; and no minimum balance
“requirements” beyond that of your ability. With that said, BofF would
not be around today if it hadn’t have been built on the principles of
investment by its members...wouldn’t have weathered the storms and
fluctuating times without regular and organized business and planning
requiring active participation by its members and officers; and will not
survive if reserves are depleted.

So Brothers, please remember that finding your desired balance in
life...in Masonry...is not just a personal quest; the balance of one impacts
the balance of others and the entire system. And also remember please, a
positive Light-flow with healthy reserves will not come from inheritance,
Trust Funds, or a free lunch.

157™ Anniversary Dinner — September 24
Ray’s Boathouse Restaurant
Reservations Limited!!!

meets: 7910 Greenwood Ave. N.
(206) 623-0261
stjohns9@seattlemasons.org
www.seattlemasons.org
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CALENDAR &

e August 5 (10am): Open Air Degree,
Masonic Park

e August 9 (6pm): Board of Trustees
e August 10 (7pm): Officers meeting
e August 16 (6:15pm) 7:30pm: St.
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated (casual dress)
e August 20 (11am —4pm): Lodge
picnic at Nile (Sunday, Area A)

e August 22 (7pm): “Intender”
Masonic Education Study

e August 26 (6pm): family night
Everett AquaSox baseball

e September 4: Labor Day — Happy
Birthday to Us!

e September 13 ((6pm): Board of
Trustees (2018 Budget preparation)

e September 14 (7pm): Officers meeting
e September 20 (6:15pm) 7:30pm: St.
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated Past Masters
Night

e September 24 (5pm social hour):
157" Anniversary Celebration Ray’s
Boathouse

e September 26 (7pm): “Intender”
Masonic Education Study

e September 27 (6:30pm): District 5
Association meeting (Razzis Pizza)

e September 29-30: Yom Kippur

e October 11 (7pm): Master Masons
Study Group

e October 12 (7pm): Officers meeting
e October 18 (6:15pm) 7:30pm: St.
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated

e October 24 (7pm): “Intender”
Masonic Education Study

e October 28 (10am): Past Masters
Brunch Jimmy’s on Broadway

e October 28 (10am): Quarterly
meeting Masonic Service Bureau

e November 8 (6pm): Board of Trustees
e November 8 (6:30pm): District
Assoc. meeting (Razzis Pizza)

e November 9 (7pm): Officers meeting
e November 15 (6:15pm) 7:30pm: St.
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated Election of
Officers
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August 16 Stated Communication

Family Picnic — Scholarship Awards - Baseball

Whoa Nellie! There’s a whole lot going on in August among the St. John’s brethren and their families. Our August 16
stated communication will feature students and their families who have earned over $20,000 in .

grants for college this fall. Summer will close with a picnic at the Nile (August 20) and an

evening at the Everett AquaSox baseball game on the 26™.

Then we round the corner into September (our Lodge’s birthday month) to honor our Past
Masters and celebrate our 157" anniversary with our wives (or significant other) at Ray’s
Boathouse Restaurant on September 24". Reservations are filling fast, so let us know your entrée
preference as soon as possible (choice of prime rib, king salmon or vegetarian option).

When operative masonry began to change its character to speculative Masonry, it was chiefly
because men of that era wanted a chance to expand their knowledge, to exchange ideas without the
threat of being labeled (and executed) as heretics, and to bring more light into a world of darkness.

With this emphasis on knowledge and education, men of our Craft have always been interested in supporting those
with a desire to expand their knowledge. So we in St. John’s continue that tradition by assisting students with financial
aid to advance their education. This month we announce and recognize thirteen students and their families at our August
16" stated communication.

Anticipating warm weather, this month we continue Tribune and PR

with a more casual dress code. We welcome all guests, Copies of the Masonic Tribune will soon be mailed to
ladies and gentlemen, to our dinner and scholarship every Washington Mason. This opens a wonderful
program. Invite a non-Mason friend to join you. “Meet opportunity to submit articles of interest and education with
and greet” time generally begins at 5:30pm, followed by the intent to get members re-engaged and back in the Lodge
dinner at 6:15. If you can’t find street parking, parking is Room. Contact the Tribune for details and deadlines.
available after 6pm on the nearby St. John School Radio and TV ads will begin in September. Public
grounds. awareness and ‘how to contact’ information will be

Please make your dinner reservations at 206 623-0261 included in the ads. As a result, men interested in what we
by Friday, August 11, prior to the meeting. have to offer may be knocking at our door.

Michael Rust Memorial

Family Picnic

Annual Picnic & Potluck - Sunday i August 20, 2017 1 at the Nile
Hosted by St. John& No. 9

This is another chance for your family and friends to enjoy the fun and hospitality of our Masonic
Fraternity! Invite tomorrow’s Mason today!
Live! Zambuko Marimba Ensemble Band
Hamburgers, hotdogs, chicken & more + coffee and a limited variety of soft drinks.

Please bring one of the following to feed eight (suggested by last name):

A-J dessert (cookies, cake, pies, etc.)
K-Z salad or fruit dish

If you cand live with that, do it your way!
Bring special utensils and any other preferred beverages.

11:00 am — Select your table and bring your potluck item to the buffet line. Mix and mingle. HAVE SOME FUN!
11:00 am — 2:30pm games — bring your volleyball, Frisbee, croquet, horseshoes
12:00 pm — hamburgers, hotdogs, chicken from the grill

Swimming is allowed only with adult supervision. NO Life Guard will be on duty.

( RSVP! We need to know how many will be attending to make sure we have enough food and games for
everyone to enjoy. email Jim Russell stjiohns9@seattlemasons.org or call 206 623-0261
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OUTSTANDING EAGLE SCOUT AWARD

VWBro. Tom Eastman was recently awarded the
NESA National Outstanding Eagle Scout Award. The
NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award (NOESA) is a
prestigious recognition granted by
the local council’s NESA committee
to Eagle Scouts who have
demonstrated outstanding
achievement at the local, state, or
regional level. Unlike the
Distinguished Eagle Scout Award,
which is a national award, the
NOESA recognizes Eagle Scouts
whose efforts have made a positive
impact closer to home.

VWBro. Eastman was the surprised recipient at the
Mount Baker Council Executive Board meeting at Fire
Mountain.

Tom Wrote “I am very humbled to have received it.”

ST The presentation of this award
is the highest level of honor. Often,
| these men have devoted a lifetime to
their profession, avocation,
community, and beliefs, at great
sacrifice to themselves and their
families. It is recognition worthy of
a lifetime’s accomplishments.

VWBTro. Eastman, a member of
St. John’s Lodge, has served as
Master of Eureka Lodge No. 20 and
is a Past Deputy of the Grand Master
for District No. 5. He also has

VW Tom Eastman

/) ——;:‘:
assisted some of our recent Masters with their preparation
for the East.

He serves on the BSA Mount Baker Executive Board
as Sr. Vice President of Development.

Softly falls the light of day,
While our campfire fades away.
Silently each Scout should ask
Have | done my daily task?
Have | kept my honor bright?
Can | guiltless sleep tonight?
Have | done and have | dared
Everything to be prepared?

Meet the New Junior Grand Warden

Chris Coffman is the eldest child of VWB C. Russell
and Amelia Coffman, born in Seattle in 1951. They lived
in the University district of Seattle until he was 7 years old
when they moved to Shoreline. Chris graduated from
Shorecrest High School in 1969. He was known for his
mathematical abilities and received the award for the best
student in mathematics and sciences. Following
graduation, he attended Rensselaer Polytechnic Institution
in Troy N.Y. for one semester, then followed his family to
Hawaii where he attended the University of Hawaii

receiving his B.A. In Political Science. Then he attended
Gonzaga University Law School, graduating in 1978.

He worked as a Contract Specialist for the State of
Washington’s Department of Social and Health Services
and then moved to the new Lottery Commission. His
thirst for knowledge led him to return to school and travel
across the country with his pregnant wife, Lynn, and their
infant daughter, Sarah, to the University of Florida. Their
son Clinton was born a few months later. After one year of
schooling, he obtained his Master’s in Laws in Taxation.

Following graduation, Chris engaged in private
practice of law in Spokane for a few years then returned to
public service with the Washington Department of
Revenue where he worked as a Revenue Officer,
Administrative Law Judge, and as a Manager in the
Interpretations and Technical Advice Division until his
retirement last October. He served as Washington’s
representative on the Uniformity Committee of the
Multistate Tax Commission and chaired the subcommittee
on Income Taxes.

Chris’ Masonic journey began when he would attend
Lodge picnics and similar
events. He later joined
Richmond Highlands
DeMolay where he served as
Master Councilor. After
moving to Hawaii, he joined
Kailua Chapter and served as
State Master Councilor. Chris .
joined our Gentle Craft in
1992 as member of Haller
Lake (now Shoreline No. X
248) during his father’s first |
term as Worshipful
Master. He later joined Royal
A. Gove (now Fern Hill No.

80), where he served as Worshipful Master twice, and his
family Lodge, Phoenix No. 154. Chris has served our
Grand Lodge as Deputy of the Grand Master in District 14
and as a member of the Jurisprudence Committee. He
also served on several regular and special

committees. Chris and Lynn have been active with
DeMolay and Rainbow serving as advisors of both.

Chris is very proud of his Masonic heritage. There
have been 4 generations of Coffman’s as members of
Phoenix No. 154 and his maternal grandfather was a
Mason as well. His son, Clinton, is a member of Fern Hill
No. 80 and Past Master Councilor of Tacoma Chapter
DeMolay. His daughter Sarah is a past Grand Officer of
Rainbow and a member of Eastern Star. His father’s
family now has six generations of Eastern Star members at
Guiding Star Chapter.

Chris thanks the Brethren for their confidence in
him. He promises to do everything in his power to
support the Lodges in this Jurisdiction and to be a faithful
servant of the Craft. It is his wish that Masonry regains
its good name and that good men seek us out.

|

JGW Chris Coffman
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ST.JOHN’S LITTLE LEAGUERS CAPTURE TITLE

St. John’s Lodge has sponsored at least two Little
League teams for many years.
This year, our Master threw out
the first pitch to lead off one of
our season’s early games. One of
our teams won their division
Championship. We were
presented with the championship
trophy and a picture of the team.

Take Me Out to the Ballgame

St. John’s Masons and families will once again head to
the Everett AquaSox baseball game August 26. “Pre-
admission” opens at 6pm into the Coca Cola
Food Pavilion, with hot dogs, hamburgers,
fruit salad, baked beans, soft drink and
" reserved seating. Free parking on site.

A Game seats will be in the lower rows
on the 1% base side of the field. First pitch will be thrown
at 7:05; fireworks following the game.

Only 4 tickets are still available!! Get your $10
ticket ($24 value!) from WBro. Terry Grove (425) 610-
4561.

Herb& Night Entertainment Enjoyed by All

Master WBro. Jeffrey Pullen welcomed everyone to
July’s communication program and, true to his promise,
the evening proved to be an entertaining one.

Brethren and guests were invited to share their talents.
Ms Shauna Mason sang “Music of the Night” from
Phantom of the Opera, accompanied by WBro. Adam
Creighton on the guitar. VWBTro. Jim Russell read a poem
from his childhood written by Freemason Edgar Guest;
WBro. John Louderback spoke about the Northwest Junior
Pipe Band, WBro. Eric Koteles told a joke; VWBro. Chuck
Brockway read a favorite poem of his father’s; WBro. Jeff
Pullen sang a song and played his guitar, as did Bros. Blair
Neumann and Kent Curtis. Bro. Ken Wehl performed a
few bits of magic using the Master as his “stooge.” Bro.
Seann Maria involved everyone in mathematical “trickery.”

By indications of applause, the Master declared Bro.
Kent Curtis as wearer of the loudest Hawaiian shirt. He
and all the participants in the Herb’s Night entertainment
were awarded gifts from the Lodge company store.
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It’s coming!!
St. John’s
157" Anniversary Celebration

Ray’s Boathouse
at Shilshole
Social hour —5pm  Dinner 6pm
Sunday, September 24

SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR DINNER MENU?

St. John’s has a long tradition of contracting with a
professional chef — or caterer — to prepare our meals
before each stated communication. Probably only five or
six have been on board since 1962, beginning with Fran &
Wally’s Catering. (That’s as far back as our “living
memory” will go.) Steve Hofer, who assisted Fran and
Wally, took over the duties around 1984 until his
departure in 20009.

Our most recent chef was Patrick Frank, who
reluctantly has left because he hired on as chef for a Ballard
restaurant and his availability, of course, became an issue.

Patrick didn’t leave us in the lurch, however, and
recommended Mr. Jed Lutge, who prepared our dinner last
month and will continue to do so. One of his first
questions is, “what do you like — or don’t like — for your
dinners?” So that is the question before us. What would
you like to see as your preferred main entrée? Give us a
shout at stjohns9@seattlemasons.org.

One note of caution: Please don’t “hassle” the chef
—any chef —with complaints. Those should be directed
through WBFro. Eric Koteles who is our liaison with Mr.
Lutge.

“All my aprons are at the 7 / \
cleancrs.” Z \

L o= b
Masonic Advertising

Let’s call them the Blue Pages. Own a business or
have a skill that you want to offer to the Masons of
Washington? Want the ability to search for Masons in
your area that provide a service or product that you or
your Lodge needs, like a CPA or plumber or roofer? If
there is enough interest, the Grand Lodge will put a
“Masonic Business Directory” on-line for and by the
Masons. Only Washington Masons (and Lodges) will be
given the opportunity to advertise and the advertisement
will only be seen by Washington Masons.

Ads will be somewhat limited (like yellow pages)
with company/individual name; type of
business/product/service; phone; e-mail; service area and
etc. Ads will be searchable by type of
business/product/service area, etc. The advertising rate
will be twenty ($20) dollars a month OR LESS
[depending on the number of advertisers]. If you are
interested in Grand Lodge pursuing this, send an email to
GrandSecretary@Freemason-wa.org with “Blue Pages” in
the Subject line.
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Senior Warden Message
Bro. Seann Maria

Brethren,

In retrospect of bringing our newest brother to light
as an Entered Apprentice Mason, I’ve been thoughtful
again of the importance of us being our best selves so that
he may be divested of what he had before and immersed
in what Masonry can give. In searching for thoughts to
help me define this feeling | was reading and came across
this passage written by WBro. Rev. F.A. Shade, PM.

The Craft ritual endeavours to help brethren answer
the five fundamental questions, questions which man has
been asking since the dawn of human consciousness.
These questions are:

1. Who am I?

2. Where did | come from?

3. What am | doing here?

4. Where am | going?

5. How can | come to terms with all this, so that it
can give meaning to my personal existence, and thus
enable me to link up with that Power which is greater than
myself!

The ancient Mystery Schools of Egypt, Greece and
Rome also assisted their neophytes in answering these
guestions.

In Craft Freemasonry the special knowledge and
science, which is the science of living, is conveyed in the
time-honoured way, techniques which go back to pre-
modern man. It is conveyed in ritual drama and in a
particular ritual space, the Men’s House, one in which the
candidate plays the principal part. The external features
such as regalia, lighting, furnishings, colour, music and
special effects, together with the ritual itself, are all
designed to induce a receptive and psychological state in
which a deeper existential experience is made possible for
the candidate. Information is thus conveyed in a most
dramatic and effective means. Such is the intention of
Masonic ritual and the tools it uses to achieve this end.
But, in the final analysis, the Lodge room and its ritual is
really a projection of that which must take place in the
ritual space within ourselves.

As we pass along the resources, lessons, and ritual to
our new brother, I implore you to consider this moment as
a chance to begin your own journey again. At no time in
Masonry is any man above learning about who they are
and who they can be. We don’t only learn from our future,
our present, or our past. A steady review of all three
composes what time has made of us and a forging of those
three composes what time cannot explain.

3

Bro. Jeff Hawley

Junior Warden Message l

First, I would like to congratulate Brother Corey
Thompson on beginning his Masonic Journey. Welcome
to the fraternity and to St. John’s. I hope you find your
experience very rewarding.

Lately I’ve been reflecting on my own path and how
Masonry continues to bring change to my life (some may
argue not fast enough!). As Masons, we are given a tool in
the first degree to help facilitate Masonic change - the
common gavel.

Operative masons use the gavel to break off the
corners of rough stone to fit them into place. And we as
Freemasons can use it in much the same way; to chip
away at anything that isn’t useful or gets in the way in our
lives. Change is always hard, but I find that the more
open | become to it, the less this chipping away feels like
a crack on the head!

Masonry has forced me to step out of my comfort
zone in many ways. One of those ways is writing my
monthly column! In fact, when | was reminded that | have
to write this column, it felt like | took a big ol” whack
from the metaphoric Masonic hammer. That may be a
slight exaggeration, but every month | so feel the
anticipatory nerves when | think that something | write
will be read by others. This is a challenge for me. But,
I’ve learned that stepping outside of your comfort zone is
where real growth takes place. As such, I’ve started to
really enjoy being able to reflect on my interpretation of
what I’ve learned from Masonry and how | apply these
lessons to my own life. In a way, the act of writing this
column allows me to make use of the gavel - to test what
lessons or aspects of my life fit and are useful and what
are not.

And that’s enough self-reflection.

Be well, Brothers.

AUGUST MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:

Here’s a look at what’s happening at our August stated
communication:

Dinner - guests welcome

1. Menu: Arugula, goat cheese salad with
caramelized peaches, pine nuts and sherry vinaigrette;
Poached salmon with summer squash, grilled corn salad and
lemon thyme butter sauce; Fresh fruit tart with créme
anglaise

(allergies, vegetarian? Let us know a week before.)

2. Welcome & Introductions
3.  Presentation of Scholarship Winners
Stated Meeting —tiled
1.  General business — reports and planning
2. Masonic Education — conversation circle
Refreshments

Kick back, visit, and enjoy a beverage and dessert
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Fraud Alert — “Masons of Olympus
45 Foundation”

Every year about this time, many people are called by
the “Masons of Olympus 45 Foundation asking for a
donation.

If pressed, the caller will state that he is with the
Prince Hall Masons and is collecting for various ‘worthy
causes’. This group is NOT associated with the Grand

Lodge of Washington or
M with the Most Worshipful
sc A Prince Hall Grand Lodge
T‘ of Washington and
ALER ® Jurisdiction.
Unfortunately, there
is nothing we can do to prevent these calls.

Every year, thousands of people lose money to
telephone scams — from a few dollars to their life
savings. Scammers will say anything to cheat people out
of money. Some seem very friendly — calling you by
your first name, making small talk, and asking about your
family. They may claim to work for a company you trust,
or they may send mail or place ads to convince you to call
them.

If you get a call from someone you don’t know who
is trying to sell you something you hadn’t planned to buy,
say “No thanks.” And, if they pressure you about giving
up personal information — like your credit card or Social
Security number — it’s likely a scam. Hang up and report
it to the Federal Trade Commission.

Masonic Service Bureau Helps Those in Need

The Puget Sound Masonic Service Bureau (formerly
known as the King County Masonic Service Bureau) is
available to assist our local brethren in time of need. FYI,
year-to-date Charity released this year is over $4,160, the
Bureau’s highest so far and the year is not over yet.

If a Lodge has a Brother or Widow in need, vetting
starts at the Lodge level. We continue to work hand in
hand with Washington Masonic Charities and Grand
Lodge Charity to assist those in need. Where each
organization caps at $500, together the 3 can help out
those in need with $1,500 or more. But the need starts
at the Lodge level, so call the MSB if your Brother
needs help.

The Website at www.seattlemsb.org has been
updated, and Brothers are encouraged to visit. Some
comments amongst the MSB Trustees was that the web
page seemed a bit static, but they were also reminded that
our charity recipients are confidential so we don’t post
pictures of them

President Bill Werner reminds us that vetting at the
Lodge level is always the first step. We will all continue
to work together helping out our Brethren in need. Once
vetted, pass the request for assistance up the food chain
to the Bureau and they are ready and able to assist. If
you don’t knock, though, the door cannot be “opened
unto you.”

VW Bill Warner to Lead Educational
Discussion at August Communication

This month we are pleased to have as our guest
VWBro. Bill Warner, President of the Masonic Service
Bureau, who will lead our discussion on the purpose of the
Masonic Institution. He shares a 1928 letter from the
Grand Lodge of Washington Committee on Masonic
Research and Education entitled “The Individualism of
Masonry,” which includes, in part, the following:

“Institutions are born, develop and decay; but
character is eternal and the function of Masonry is the
building of human character. Character is the standard of
moral excellence of the individual. Hence, it is the duty of
every Mason to seek first the development of his own
attributes in accordance with tenets of the Institution. To
assist him in this he has been furnished with the working
tools and instructed in their symbolic uses. He has been
seriously enjoined to use them for the purpose of trying
and testing each thought, each word and each action, that
no stone may go into his spiritual temple that is not Just,
Right and True. Every Mason must be a. builder; the
principal architect of his own temple, drawing his own
designs on his own trestle board, building his own temple
silently, day by day, without the sound of axe, hammer or
any tool of iron. Each of us is in search of Truth, for
himself, and for himself alone.”

ACharacter of a Freemasono

The Farmer’s Almanac in Andover, Mass. published in 1823.

“The real Freemason is distinguished from the rest of
Mankind by the uniform unrestrained rectitude of his
conduct. Other men are honest in fear of punishment
which the law might inflect; they are religious in
expectation of being rewarded, or in dread of the devil, in
the next world. A Freemason would be just if there were
no laws, human or divine except those written in his heart
by the finger of his Creator. In every climate, under every
system of religion, he is the same. He kneels before the
Universal Throne of God in gratitude for the blessings he
has received and humble solicitation for his future
protection. He venerates the good men of all religions. He
disturbs not the religion of others. He restrains his
passions, because they cannot be indulged without
injuring his neighbor or himself. He gives no offense,
because he does not choose to be offended. He contracts
no debts which he is certain he cannot discharge, because
he is honest upon principal.”
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LETS LOOK AT THAT

from WBro. Lahners of lllinois.

What’s So Funny About Peace, Love
And Understanding?

by Midnight Freemasons Contributor
WBro. Darin A. Lahners

There’s a lot of discontent currently in our nation. It’s
palpable on social media. Luckily, in our fraternity, we
leave two leading causes of discontent outside of the inner
door to our Lodge room, namely politics and religion. But
are we leaving our individual discontent at the inner door?
I would argue that in my recent experience, we have not.

One of the downfalls of social media is the ability to
instantaneously communicate one’s opinion to a large
audience. This often doesn’t allow one to think through
one’s social media posts. We can instantly post something
in a moment of emotional upheaval, and even if we
quickly take the post down, there’s a good chance that
some of your brethren might have seen it. Unfortunately,
in the Lodge room, we don’t even have the option to un-
post an opinion. Once words are uttered to another brother
they can be forgiven, but they are often not forgotten.

I have two recent examples of disharmony in the
Lodge. The first example involves two brothers. One
brother decided to speak while the other was answering
the Worshipful Master. The brother who was interrupted
took offense to this, and objected to the
other brother interrupting him. The brother
who did the interrupting felt that the other
brother was wrong for objecting. This
brother became so upset, you could see the
anger manifest itself physically. In fact, we
had balloting that evening, and the brother
was protesting to me regarding it at the altar
as | went to cast my ballot. | replied that
technically the other brother was not wrong
because he did interrupt him, and | asked
him to practice brotherly love. | would love
to say cooler heads prevailed, but luckily the
brothers remained separated during the
meeting. After the meeting, the brother who was
physically upset abruptly left before sparks flew. The
brother who was interrupted was going to discuss it with
the other brother, but | felt that was probably not the wise
course of action.

The next day I received an email from the brother
who was upset the night before. He was still upset. In
order to protect the privacy of those brothers involved, |
won’t get into the specifics of the email. However, my
reply is below:

A LITTLE

When we open and close our Lodge, the Senior Warden reminds us that “harmony is the strength of all
institutions — mare especially this of ours.” In the Master’s charge at the close of each stated communication,
the Master reminds us to “be ye all of one mind — live in peace.” Do we sometimes forget these admonitions to
be civil and harmonious in our actions with our brothers? This month we include an article on the subject

BROTHERLY LOVE

CLOSER

“I would just ask that you remember your obligations
and I will tell him the same. | understand you have a lot on
your plate, from his perspective, he has a lot on his plate.
It’s not my job to say or judge that. You’re both my friends
and my brothers. All of the things you’ve said about him
I’ve heard from others about you. I’ve spent plenty of time
defending you as much as you might feel I might be
defending him. Brothers fight, but at the end of the day, we
are all brothers. | just want harmony in the Lodge.”

My second example of disharmony in the Lodge also
involves two brothers. One of the brothers was filling in a
chair for the other, who was not present at the beginning
of Lodge. The brother who was not present finally
knocked and was admitted to the Lodge room about 20
minutes after Lodge had started. When this brother came
in, he glared at the brother who was occupying his chair.
The other brother who was in the chair made a joke to the
brother about being late, which was received with a flurry
of expletives. The brother then decided to give the
brethren in our Lodge the double one finger salute. While
he was on his tirade, the WM and SW were trying to get
the brother to sit down on the sidelines and behave
himself. We later found out the brother had been defrauded
4,000 dollars that day, and he apologized for his actions and
words. He also sought out the other brother later after the
meeting and apologized again. Problem solved? I think the
brother forgave him, but it leads me to my
next point.

What I’m about to say might be taken
the wrong way, and | think that brothers
might object to it. But I’m going to say it
anyway. In the words of Ice Cube: “You
better check yo self before you wreck yo
self.” What do | mean? (For those of you who
don’t know who Ice Cube is, I’ll suggest a
google search). If you’re coming to Lodge
with an attitude, you’re going to have a bad
time. Do yourself and your brothers a favor
and don’t come to Lodge if you are unable to
put your ego and emotions in check. | know,
what I just said is considered blasphemy. There are Lodges
that are struggling to have a quorum for a stated meeting, and
I’m suggesting this?

Hear me out. If you’re bringing your baggage into the
Lodge room with you, then what are you really doing?
Are we not reminded that Harmony is the strength and
support of all institutions, especially ours while opening
on the EA degree? If you’re coming to Lodge and you’re
going to disrupt Lodge, then you’re going to cause
disharmony. Is this fair to the other brethren? No, it’s not.
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If you can’t subdue your passions enough to put your
attitude and ego into check, then you’re not able to meet
on the level with your brethren. If you can’t meet on the
level, then you probably shouldn’t be in the Lodge room
with others who can. Yes — | understand that tempers can
flare. We are human after all. Which is why in Illinois we
pray to the Supreme Architect at the beginning of our
meetings to bless us so that the meeting can be conducted
in peace and closed in harmony. But, ultimately we not
only need to guard the west gate from Cowans and
Eavesdroppers, but also from brothers intent on causing
disharmony.

I want to end on a broader point. If you’re
encountering an issue that is impacting you on an
emotional level, then maybe you need to reach out to your
Lodge before the meeting. Explain the situation to them.
There is a good chance that one of your brothers has gone
through something similar. They might be able to
understand your situation, and empathize. | understand
that everyone’s different, and there are some folks that
might be embarrassed by doing something like this. But
what is family for? When you become a Mason, you join a
family. Family is there to support you in your times of
need. Remember that your brothers are there for you as
well. They will be more than willing to help you, if you let
them. Let the trowel do its work of spreading brotherly
love, and cementing our brotherhood.

WB Darin A. Lahners is the Worshipful Master of St. Joseph Lodge No.
970 in St. Joseph and a plural member of Ogden Lodge No. 754 (IL), and
Homer Lodge No. 199 (IL). He’s a member of the Scottish Rite Valley of
Danville, a charter member of the new Illinois Royal Arch Chapter,
Admiration Chapter U.D. and is the current Secretary of the lllini High
Twelve Club No. 768 in Champaign — Urbana (IL). He is also a member
of the Eastern Illinois Council No. 356 Allied Masonic Degrees.

Harmony and understanding
Sympathy and trust abounding
No more falsehoods or derisions
Golden living dreams of visions
Mystic crystal revelation

And the mind's true liberation
Aquarius! Aquarius!

Seattled first public schoolhouse
opens on August 15, 1870.

On August 15, 1870, Seattle’s first public
schoolhouse opened. (Seattle’s first school opened in
1854 as a tuition-based or private school.) The first public
schooling commenced in 1862 when elementary and high
school students were sent for instruction to the new
Territorial University in downtown Seattle.

Seattle Public School District No 1 purchased four lots
in the “northern
portion of town” (on
the east side of 3rd
Avenue between
Madison and Spring
streets) for a public
school. On the lots,
which cost $2,000,
contractors Thomas

— - Russell & Oliver
Seattlés First School House, circa 186 Shorey built a 30 x
48 foot two-story, two-room school house.

On August 15, 1870, the doors opened and pupils
were admitted. Lizzie Ordway was the teacher. Elizabeth
Ordway was one of the “Mercer Girls” who arrived in
Seattle on May 16, 1864. This group of women traveled
to Seattle from Lowell, Massachusetts, recruited and
escorted by Asa Mercer.

On the first day of school, so many students arrived
that within days the school district hired a second teacher,
Mrs. J. H. Sanderson. By the end of the first week more
than 100 pupils were attending school.

The school building cost $5,000, twice as much as
the budget specified. The School District delayed
payment to the builders so long that Russell & Shorey
sued the district for full payment. In 1871, the school
house was foreclosed on and the King County Sheriff
announced in the Seattle paper the forced sale of the
school building to pay construction costs. But, before the
auction was held the school district settled with Russell &
Shorey and the sale was called off.

The school operated at 3rd Avenue and Madison
Street for 13 years before the school district sold the
building, which was moved to Front Street (later renamed
1st Avenue) and Virginia Street.

Both WBros. Russell (Master 1872, 73) and Shorey
(Master 1868, 69) were members of St. John’s Lodge No.
9, as was Bro. Asa Mercer.

HIGH PLACES

It seems natural to man to regard mountains and high
places with a certain degree of reverence; and the
sentiment of religion has always, and everywhere,
impelled him to consecrate them as places of worship.
Solomon went to Mount Gibeon to offer sacrifice, because
it was a high place. The Druids, too, were partial to hills,
and erected their altars on their highest summits.

— Macoy's Cyclopedia of Freemasonry
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