
 

 

P
a

g
e

 1
 

 

St. John’s Lodge No. 9, F. & A. M. 
Trestleboard 

                              meets: 7910 Greenwood Ave. N. 
August 2024                                        Lodge phone: (206) 623-0261 
Jim Russell, editor                     jimrussell58@frontier.com 

                            web: www.seattlemasons.org 
    
 

Serving Seattle since 1860 
 

FROM THE EAST  
Eric Koteles, Master 

Brethren, 
I want to share a thought from an anonymous 

author, let us take a moment to reflect on the 
preciousness of time and the inevitable journey we 
all share. Every minute, someone leaves this world 
behind, reminding us of the fleeting nature of our 
existence. Therefore, it is essential to make the 
most of our time here. 

As Masons, we are guided by principles that 
emphasize the importance of living a meaningful 
and purposeful life. In the spirit of our fraternity, 

let us commit to making each moment count. Prioritize what truly matters, 
share your unique gifts, and uplift those around you. Ensure that your 
actions reflect the values we hold dear—love, peace, and brotherhood. 

“Every minute someone leaves this world behind. 
We are all in “the line” without knowing it.  
We never know how many people are before us. 
We cannot move to the back of the line.  
We cannot step out of the line. 
We cannot avoid the line. 
So, while we wait in line - 
Make moments count. 

Make priorities. 
Make the time. 
Make your gifts known. 
Make a nobody feel like a somebody. 
Make your voice heard. 
Make the small things big. 
Make someone smile. 
Make the change. 
Make up. 
Make peace. 
Make sure to tell your people they are loved. 
Make sure to have no regrets. 
Make sure you are ready.” 

 
Worshipful Master Eric Koteles.

CALENDAR  
• August 14 (6pm):  Board of 
Trustees 

• August 15 (7pm):  Officers meeting  

• August 21 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  St. 
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated (casual dress) 

• September 2:  Labor Day 

• September 4:  Happy Birthday to us! 

• September 7 (2pm–6pm):  164th 

anniversary Celebration – mix & mingle 

Nile Shrine Center 

• September 12 (7pm):  Officers 
meeting teleconference 

• September 13: EA degree 

• September 15-16: Milad un Nabi - 

Celebration of Prophet Muhammad's 

Birth 

• September 18 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  
St. John’s 9 (dinner) Stated 

• September 19:  EA degree 

• October 2 – 4:  Rosh Hashanah 

(Jewish New Year) 

• October 11-12 Yom Kippur (Friday-

Saturday) 

• October 9 (6pm):  Board of 
Trustees  2025 Budget preparation 

• October 10 (7pm): Officers 
meeting teleconference 

• October 16 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  St. 
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated 

• October 26 (10am):  Quarterly 
meeting Masonic Service Bureau 

• November 13 (6pm):   Board of 
Trustees  

• November 14 (7pm): Officers 
meeting 

• November 20 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  
St. John’s 9 (dinner) Stated 

• November 28: Thanksgiving Day 

• December 18 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  St. 
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated  

• December 25:  Christmas 

• December 27:  Feast Day of St. John 

the Evangelist 

• December 31:  Deadline for 
payment of 2025 Lodge dues 

Worshipful Master 

Eric Koteles 

mailto:jimrussell58@frontier.com
http://web:%20www.seattlemasons.org
mailto:eric.koteles@gmail.com
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Reservations a must!!! 

ST. JOHN’S TO CELEBRATE 164 YEARS IN THE FRATERNUTY! 
St. John’s invites all brothers and their ladies (or guest) to a “mix & mingle” social at the Nile Shrine (Potentate’s 

Room). Saturday, September 7.  WBro. Adam Creighton and his musicians will offer musical s entertainment while guests 
enjoy a selection of assorted hors d’oeurves throughout the afternoon.  Doors will 
open at 2pm; gusts will be dsmissed by 6pm. 

St. John's Lodge was chartered September 4, 1860.  Make this day one to 
celebrate our Lodge’s 164th anniversary in style! 

Servers will pass among our guests with trays of Chicken Satay with Peanut 
Sauce  Caramelized Pear and Brie Cheese Crostini, Fig Balsamic Drizzle, Lemon 
and Dill Salmon Skewers, Kalbi Beef Skewers, Sesame, Brown Sugar Drizzle, Chef 
Navi’s Famous 4 Cheese Stuffed Mushrooms, Prime Rib Sliders with Horseradish, 

Chef Navi's Deviled Eggs, Mango Mousse, and Lava Brownies. 
Members and guests will also enjoy a complimentary beverage of their choice.  Additional drinks may be ordered (at 

one’s expense) from the bar..    Beverages Include beer, wine, mid-tier spirits, custom cocktails, and assorted soft drinks.

ST. JOHN’S AUGUST COMMUNICATION 

St. John's meets every 3rd Wednesday throughout the 
year.  This month our communication will be August 21. 

Please make your dinner reservations 

for our stated communication with the 

secretary at 206 623-0261 by Friday, July 

11 prior to our July 17 meeting.  If you need 
a ride, the secretary will be happy to find one 

for you.  Do you know of a brother who has not attended 
Lodge in a while?  Call him and ask if you can bring him to 
Lodge. 

PETITIONS:  APPOINTMENT OF 
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 

The Master has appointed Bro. Jeff Hawley, Bro. 
Kemalcan Jimmerson and Bro. Louis Turner to investigate 
petitioner Mr. David Kwan . Members of St. John's should 
contact these brothers or the Master with any concerns or 
helpful information to include in a final report well before 
balloting. 
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Entered Apprentice Degrees Coming 

WBro. Russ Johnson will lead a team of St. John's 
brothers who will confer Entered Apprentice Degrees for 
our newly elected petitioners Kristopher DiGiulio and Fred 
Grant.  Both received unanimous acceptance at last month’s 
stated communication.  

At this time Fred Grabt is expected to receive his first 
degree on September 13 th.  Kristopher DiGiulio will be 
initiated September 19th. 

Now it is up to brothers of St. Joh’s to step up to 
volunteer for the many roles needed to confer the degrees.  
Please contact WBro. Johnson at rajco20@me.com. 

he Entered Apprentice Degree was the first degree 
given to an apprentice stonemason, and it taught him the 
basic skills and knowledge necessary to become a skilled 
craftsman.  When the stonemasons’ guilds evolved into 
modern Masonry, the Entered Apprentice Degree was 
retained as the first degree in the Masonic system. 

This degree is an important first step in a young man’s 
travels in our fraternity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Lodge Attire 
Worshipful Master Koteles calls 

for more casual attire at St. John's  

July – August Communications  Business Casual or “Business Smart.” 

• Guest Arrival: 2pm 
• Bar Opens: 2pm 

• Food Service: 2pm 

• Bar Last Call: 5:45pm 

• Event Ends: 6pm 
 

mailto:rajco20@me.com
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FROM THE WEST 
WBro.  John Murray Louderback 

 
There once was a merchant, a widower, who left his 

young son home alone. 
While the man was away, raiders came into the 

village, plundered and burnt his house burning down the 
whole village. 

When the merchant can home, he found his house in 
ashes. Nearby was the charred remains of a small body. The 
very distraught man dropped to his knees crying in agony. 
“My son my only son” he cried out. The man having lost 
his wife, felt his son was his only reason for living. 

Filled with sorrow, the man had the body cremated 
the nest day, and put the ashes in a beautiful velvet bag 
that he had sewn. 

His son actually having been kidnaped by the raiders, 
escaped some months later and headed home.  

He arrived early in the morning finding the new 
house his father had built. Inside, his father was weeping 
holding onto the velvet bag of ashes. As the boy was 
knocking at the door, the man shouted out, “who’s there?” 

Daddy, it’s me your son! The man exclaimed, that’s 
not possible, my son is dead, go away, stop bothering me. 
The young boy knocked and pounded on the door to no 
avail. The man would not open the door and the boy had 
to eventually go away. In doing so the father was therefore 
losing his son forever. 

The moral being, that if you adopt an idea or 
perception as absolute, you close off your mind. This is 
the end of seeking the truth. Not only do you no longer 
seek the truth, even if the truth comes knocking at your 
door, you refuse to open it revealing the truth. 

My Brethren, keep an open mind and keep learning. 

Visit Our District 5 Brethren 

District 5 Lodges Next Meeting Time 

St. John’s 9 Wednesday. 21, 2024 7:30pm 

Eureka 20 Monday, Sep. 9, 2024 7 pm 

University 141 Friday, September 6, 2024 7:30pm 

Daylight 232 Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024 10am 

Queen Anne 242 Thursday, Oct 10, 2024 6:30pm 

Esoterika 316 Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 7:30pm 

Lewiston Lodge donates $30,000 to Liberty 
Theater Preservation Alliance 

Lewiston’s Masonic Nez Perce Lodge has donated 
$30,000 to help restore the downtown Liberty Theater. 

According to a news release, the contribution is in 
honor of the late John Barlow, a Mason and decades-long 
owner of the downtown Lewiston Cleaning Works. 

The Liberty Theater Preservation Alliance, a 
nonprofit organization, is restoring the theater, which 
closed in 2005, as a multipurpose downtown 
entertainment venue.  The $3.25 million renovation 
project’s major fundraising phase is planned to begin later 
this year. 

FROM THE SOUTH 

WBro. David Flood  
 

OUR VALUES:  INTEGRITY 
I was happy to find a restatement of our values in 

modern language and modern terms. This was refreshing 
since like you I sometimes find myself bogged down in 
the 18th century language of our rituals and degree 
lectures. Let’s take a look at these guiding principles of 
Freemasonry as summarized by UGLE, the United Grand 
Lodge of England:   

“For Freemasons, there are four important values that 
help define their path through life: Integrity, Friendship, 
Respect and Service. In today’s world filled with 
uncertainty, these principles ring as true now as they have 
at any point in the organization’s history.” 

Our first important value is stated as:  INTEGRITY 
Building good people  
“Freemasons are focused on building themselves as 

people of integrity, members are bonded through an 
understanding of unity and equitability – principles 
fundamental to Freemasonry.” 

Let’s flesh out what this statement means. 
Integrity means doing the right thing in a reliable 

way and having wholeness of character.  
The right thing is made clear by our symbols 
Square  - dealing fairly 
Level - dealing equally 
Thus the value of equitability is met by dealing fairly 

and equally with all concerned. 
The right way is pointed to by the symbol 
24 inch gauge - dealing reliably by using our time 

responsibly for our own benefit and that of our family and 
society. 

Unity means being together and at one. It is the 
opposite of divided. Unity is pledged through our 
obligation at the altar of initiation and established anew 
when we hear the question What came you here to do? In 
brief, we have all taken and shared the same solemn 
obligation to enact our values together. 

BUILDING GOOD PEOPLE 
This phrase puts the focus on the process, not some 

imagined outcome. Building is a progressive labor of all of 
us together. Our tired marketing slogan “we take good men 
and make them better” supposes that there is some goal, 
some definition, some target of “better” that must be attained. 
The “making them better” slogan puts the weight of 
performance on the new brother to somehow become better 
(whatever that means). The emphasis on building good 
people turns this around and clarifies that all of the brothers 
in our lodge are involved in a mutual process of building 

–––––––––––––––– 
Relief of the Distressed is a duty incumbent upon all 

men, but more particularly upon Masons, who are linked 
together by an indissoluble chain of sincere affection. 

 

mailto:johnmlouderback@outlook.com
mailto:floodtax@gmail.com
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Our Grand Master of 
Washington 

Proudly Presents his 

‘SUIT UP FOR CHARITY’  
Gala Fundraising Event 

Saturday, September 28th, 2024 
Doors open at 4:00pm / Dinner: 6:00pm  

Dress Code: Formal 
Seattle Police Athletic Association Pavilion 

11030 E Marginal Way S, Tukwila 
Ticket price $100 

Tickets: charityauction.bid/2024SuitUpForCharity 
 

This will be an evening to remember! 
Fantastic Tri-Tip Bistro Steak w/Gorgonzola Sauce Dinner, 

Live Auction, Silent Auction, Heads-or-Tails event, Wine 
Pull, Dessert Auction, and much more. 

 

All proceeds to benefit Washington Masonic Services 
Youth Scholarship Fund 

Defining Freemasonry 

Freemasonry defines itself through its teachings and 
rituals, especially in the three degrees, with a particular 
emphasis on the Entered Apprentice Degree. 

In this degree, the purpose of Freemasonry is 
articulated as making members: "wiser, better, and 
consequently, happier." 

This core mission involves learning, subduing our 
passions, and improving ourselves in Masonry  Any 
practices within a Lodge that do not align with this 
definition cannot be considered true Freemasonry. 

There has been a trend in modern Freemasonry in 
which some members and Lodges adopt their own 
interpretations and practices, often diverging from the 
fraternity's traditional essence.  This has resulted in a 
variety of practices, some of which emphasize charity as 
Freemasonry's primary purpose.  While charitable actions 
are positive, they do not solely define Freemasonry. 

The diversity in practice emphasizes the need to 
preserve the fundamental values of the fraternity, which 
focus on personal growth and moral development. 

 The teachings of Freemasonry should remain the 
guiding principles.  And thus, members and Lodges must 
stay true to these foundational teachings and rituals to 
ensure the essence of Freemasonry is maintained and 
passed on. 

By staying committed to this mission, Freemasonry 
can continue to have a meaningful impact on its members 
and society.  

~ MasonicFind 

AUGUST  BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS 
Day 
1 Petros N. Farmasonis 
3 Richard D. Hawley 
5 Aren Hakobyan 
9 Robert L. Johnson 
10 Roger A. Barnstead 
12 Terry A. Grove 
22 Brad D. Wolford 
28 Ronald A. Woodall, Jr. 

MEET THE NEW JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN  

William R. Hubbard, Sr.  

It was truly my honor and privilege to have been 

elected as your new Junior Grand Warden. I look forward 

to serving you my Brethren and your Lodges throughout 

this Masonic year. I’ll learn as much from you as I hope 
you’ll learn from me.  

I was born in Eureka, CA. My family 
soon moved up to Castlerock, WA where I 
attended grades K thru 12. After high 
school I moved to Seattle and attended the 
University of Washington. I was recruited 
to join the Crew team and eventually 

became a US National Team Representative. Upon 
graduation I started working in the Insurance and Financial 
industries and have continued to do so ever since. While in 
school I met my best friend and love of my life Betsy. In 
1980 we said, “I do” and the adventures as a married couple 
began. Our children Kathryn, Matt, and Will have provided 
us with love and friendship. We have 3 grandchildren and 
that’s an added bonus!  

In 2008 I became a 4th generation Mason. My mother 
Lodge is Quilcene-Jefferson Lodge, No. 107. My home 
lodge is Franklin Lodge, No 5. I’ve served as a Special 
Deputy for District No. 11 and Deputy of the Grand Master 
for District No. 12. I’ve also served on Finance Committee, 
Arrangements Committee, Lodge Leadership Committee, 
and Trial Committees along with being on the Grand Lodge 
Temple Board and Masonic Services Board as Trustee and 
Treasurer. I believe that becoming a Mason provided me 
with a renewed and profound appreciation of my family and 
community. It changed me. A Masonic ad says Not just a 
man, A Mason. I am a Mason, and I’m grateful that I was 
given the opportunity to be one.  

All for one and one for all is not just a saying but a 
way of life for the betterment of our great Craft. I 
encourage an open forum with the membership. I think it’s 
very important to include all Brothers in the plans and work 
of our future. As we all pull together as a team, we will face 
the challenges of our jurisdiction with greater 
understanding and participation.  

Spread the Cement,  
R W  William R. Hubbard, Sr.  
Junior Grand Warden  
hubbardcrew@msn.com 

https://charityauction.bid/2024SuitUpForCharity
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Lodge Dues Climb as Months Pass 
$5 penalty added each month delinquent 

 
The Great Architect of the Universe 

 Our belief in a Supreme Being is not merely a 
formality but the very foundation upon which our Masonic 
temple is erected. 

This belief acts as a unifying force, transcending 
individual religious convictions to bind us in a shared 
acknowledgment of a higher, guiding intelligence.  This 
profound recognition underpins our ethical framework and 
moral compass, guiding us toward lives of integrity, 
compassion, and purpose. 

Equally important is our cherished principle of the 
brotherhood of men under the fatherhood of God.  This 
concept vividly expresses the Masonic ethos, underscoring 
the intrinsic equality and interconnectedness of all 
humanity in the divine gaze.  It is a call to transcend the 
superficial divisions of society, religion, and culture, urging 
us to embrace and uphold the dignity of every individual. 

Through this ideal, we are reminded of our 
commitment to live by the virtues of brotherly love, relief, 
and truth;  Not only within the lodge but in the broader 
canvas of our lives. 

These principles are not just philosophical ideals but 
also, a call to action.  They inspire us to support one 
another in times of need, share in each other's joys and 
sorrows, and work together for personal betterment and 
the upliftment of society. 

It is by living by these values that we truly embody 
the spirit of Freemasonry. 

But what do you think? 
~ MasonicFind. 

MASTER MASONS RAISED IN AUGUST 

Date Raised: 

8/31/1966   Charles R. Brockway 
8/23/1980   Carl L. Alexander 
8/24/2002   Nicholas J. Mitchell 
8/2/2008     John R. Samudio 
8/2/2008     William A. Feldner 
8/2/2010     John Murray Louderback 
8/3/2011     Russell A. Johnson 
 

THE CULTURE TRIP COMPANY AND 
THOMAS LAMB 12 DAY EXCLUSIVE TOUR 
OF BRITAIN  
August 16th to 28th, 2025 

The culture trip Company and Tom Lamb have 
organized another unique tour of England and Scotland for 
August 2025.  The Tour company is The Culture Trip of 
London, which organized the St. John’s Lodge #9 
successful 2022 Tour of Scotland.   It will be in Edinburgh 
toward the end of the Edinburgh International Festival and 
includes attending the famous Military Tattoo.   

All tourists must be mobile and disability free.  
The tour itinerary is summarized below.  It is not a 

masonic tour, though visits to the Grand Lodge of 
England, York and Scotland plus a visit to Inverness 
Masonic Club are planned and other masonic lodges will 
be available in the allocated evening free time.  Flights to 
London and from Edinburgh are not included in Estimated 
Cost and should be made by each tourist    As usual, 
extending visit time before or after the organized tour 
would be available for you to continue your visit.   

 
If you are interested or have questions, please contact 

Tom Lamb at 425-742-2348 or nalamb@umich. If there 
are specific places on the route you would like to visit 
near the tentative route let me know.   A detailed itinerary 
will be sent to you. 

Because of the inclusion of the Military Tattoo on its 
closing night, booking needs to be as early as possible.  
The tour’s inclusion of the Military Tattoo set the rest of 
the schedule, which is in the busiest tourist time and 
unfortunately, which has the highest costs and also the 
need for advanced booking of hotels. 

Tour group size will be limited to 40 people but a 
minimum of 20 people. Is required  So, an indication of 
interest is requested by September 30. 2024.    If there is 
sufficient indication of interest the tour arrangements will 
be confirmed.  Actual tour reservations will be required by 
December 13th with down payment.  This is necessary to 
secure hotel and event/ticket reservations.                                                    

Price per person, based on Double Occupancy of 
hotel rooms, will vary depending on number of people in 
group, from $6,500 (20 people) to $5500 (40 people), and 
includes travel by luxury coach, all event tickets, entrance 
fees as well as all breakfasts, 6 lunches and 6 dinners 
 
 TOUR ITINERARY SUMMERY  
Day 01 16 Aug 2025(Sat)   LONDON ARRIVAL
   Welcoming Dinner 
Day 02 17 Aug 2025(Sun)  LONDON - Theater  
 Dinner 
Day 03 18 Aug 2025(Mon)  LONDON – PORTSMOUTH
 Lunch 
Day 04 19 Aug 2025(Tue)  PORTSMOUTH – BRISTOL
  Lunch 
Day 05 20 Aug 2025(Wed)  BRISTOL – YORK  
 Dinner 
Day 06 21 Aug 2025(Thu)  YORK – CALISLE  
 Dinner 
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Day 07 22 Aug 2025(Fri)   CARLISLE – 
EDINBURGH  Lunch 
Day 08 23 Aug 2025(Sat)   EDINBURGH - Military 
Tattoo Lunch & Dinner    
Day 09 24 Aug 2025(Sun)  EDINBURGH – INVERNESS
 Lunch 

Day 10 25 Aug 2025(Mon)  INVERNESS – OBAN 
 Lunch 
Day 11 26 Aug 2025(Tue)  OBAN – EDINBURGH - 
Ceilidh Dinner   
Day 12 27 Aug 2025(Wed)  EDINBURGH DEPARTURE 
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In 1700, the Guild of Stone Masons of Vienna, Austria published “Vienna Stone Masons,” a newspaper.  It published 
the Guild’s news for the trade: job openings, personnel news, death notices, calls to help the widow and orphans, new 
tools, better chisels and mauls, etc.  In 1805, the style of the paper was changed to “Vienna Daily,” to reflect where 
things European were happening.  Of growing importance were later the new and growing zoning ordinances, building codes, large 
scale community construction projects, such as sidewalks, sanitation, electrical conduits, housing, and roads.  

323  YEARS  A  NEWSPAPER.  WAS  IT  
MASONIC?  WHO  KNEW? 
P. Liberty 

In March of the year 1700, the Guild of Stone 
Masons of Vienna, Austria came out with a new thing: a 
broadsheet, i.e., a sheet of paper with the title “Wiener 
Stein-Metz Zeitung” (“Vienna Stone Masons’ 
Newspaper”).  It published the Guild’s news for the trade: 
job openings, personnel news, death notices, calls to help 
this widow and orphans, new tools, better chisels and 
mauls, a better way of hammering a curve into stone had 
been invented for example at Strassburg in Southern 
Germany.  There were seminars for journeymen and 
masters of the trade about how to make this new curve, 
how to work stones from different quarries and their best 
uses.  Courses for accounting, money management, 
warehousing etc. were open to Guild members, some to 
their families.  Participants paid the Guild for the 
education.  Way beyond Vienna, the paper was a success 
in much of Europe.  The Stone-Masons’ Daily was 
published daily, except Sundays. 

Other topics were added to the paper, chiefly the 
texts of laws and regulations pertaining to the trade, ways 
to calculate reliably the load bearing capacity, tips to 
stable draft animals, how to draft building plans, finance 
construction and deal with banks and insurance etc.  As 
regulations differed from jurisdiction to jurisdiction, there 
was a lot to know and print so that a job could be prepared 
and completed in the proper manner. 

The paper added news of important events in noble 
families, such as births, weddings, promotions and deaths, 
because that’s where most building and renovation 
projects came from. 

In April 1731, the king of Austria and future emperor 
of Germany Franz I. was at the Hague, Netherlands, and 
the Grand Lodge of England traveled there to “make him a 
Freemason”.  According to the English newspaper Daily 
Post of 4 Dec. 1731, an Honors Banquet was held for His 
Most Royal Highness who attended, broke bread with 
English construction lads and had a good time.  Something 
like this had not happened in England before.  English 
royalty, nobility and government had no idea of what was 
going on. 

By 1735, Brothers of the Masonic Brotherhood of 
Vienna took over the management of the Stonemasons’ 
Daily.  When anti- manifested themselves, not much could 
be done because the emperor was a Freemason, and 
because Freemasons already held high and highest offices 
in the land. 

In 1805, the style of the paper was changed to 
“Wiener Zeitung”, i.e., Vienna Daily, to reflect that 
Vienna was the place of publication and where things 
European were happening.  Of growing importance were 
later the new and growing zoning ordinances, building 
codes, large scale community construction projects, such 
as sidewalks, sanitation, electrical conduits, housing, 
roads.  The daily paper had become a reliable resource, an 
authority or reference publication to construction trades, 
architects, city planners. 

In 1866, editors added to the paper’s contents expert 
and non-partisan commentary, cultural, artistic, society 
and “international” news. 

With the spreading use of computers and internet, 
this type of newspaper started to lose its status.  Private 
owners took over in 1998, but lost the contracts to publish 
all legislative and administrative matters when the Aus-
trian government set up its own  internet publishing dept.  
The paper had no longer a regular income.  Advertising 
and other measures were inadequate. 

The newspaper closed in June 2023.  One of the 
world’s oldest newspapers had published continuously for 
323 yrs.  In comparison, America’s oldest continuously 
published newspaper is Connecticut’s Hartford Courant 
since 1764, New York Times began in 1851, England’s 
The Times (of London) in 1785. 

Wiener Zeitung was also an indirect Masonic success 
story.  Who knew?   

The lost history of the Freemasons 

Conspiracy theories abound about the Freemasons. 
But Scotland’s true Masonic history, while forgotten by 
many for centuries, remains hidden in plain sight. 

With its cobblestone paving and Georgian façades, 
tranquil Hill Street is a haven in Edinburgh’s busy New 
Town. Compared to the Scottish capital’s looming castle 
or eerie closes, it doesn’t seem like a street with a secret. 

Tranquil and historic, Edinburgh’s Hill Street attracts 
few tourists (Credit: Amanda Ruggeri) 
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Walk slowly, though, and you might notice 

something odd. Written in gold gilt above a door framed 
by two baby-blue columns are the words, “The Lodge of 
Edinburgh (Mary’s Chapel) No 1”. Further up the wall, 
carved into the sandstone, is a six-pointed star detailed 
with what seem – at least to non-initiates – like strange 
symbols and  

Get some choice recommendations of the most 
#OMGB stuff to do in Britain from British adventurer 
Bear Grylls! He’s travelled the length and breadth of the 
country and knows its most dramatic bits inside out, so 
he’s just the man to get some inspiration from. 

Located at number 19 Hill Street, Mary’s Chapel 
isn’t a place of worship. It’s a Masonic lodge. And, dating 
back to at least 1599, it’s the oldest Masonic lodge still in 
existence anywhere in the world. 

 
At 19 Hill Street, look up to see this six-pointed star, a 
Masonic symbol (Credit: Amanda Ruggeri) 

 
That might come as a surprise to some people. Ask 

most enthusiasts when modern Freemasonry began, and 
they’d point to a much later date: 1717, the year of the 
foundation of what would become known as the Grand 
Lodge of England. But in many ways, Freemasonry as we 
know it today is as Scottish as haggis or Harris tweed. 

From the Middle Ages, associations of stonemasons 
existed in both England and Scotland. It was in Scotland, 
though, that the first evidence appears of associations – or 
lodges – being regularly used. By the late 1500s, there 
were at least 13 established lodges across Scotland, from 
Edinburgh to Perth. But it wasn’t until the turn of the 16th 
Century that those medieval guilds gained an institutional 
structure – the point which many consider to be the birth 
of modern Freemasonry. 

Take, for example, the earliest meeting records, 
usually considered to be the best evidence of a lodge having 
any real organization. The oldest minutes in the world, 
which date to January 1599, is from Lodge Aitchison’s 
Haven in East Lothian, Scotland, which closed in 1852. Just 
six months later, in July 1599, the lodge of Mary’s Chapel 
in Edinburgh started to keep minutes, too. As far as we can 

tell, there are no administrative records from England 
dating from this time. 

“This is, really, when things begin,” said Robert 
Cooper, curator of the Grand Lodge of Scotland and 
author of the book Cracking the Freemason’s Code. 
“[Lodges] were a fixed feature of the country. And what is 
more, we now know it was a national network. So 
Edinburgh began it, if you like.” 

The Grand Lodge of Scotland, also known as 
Freemasons Hall, stands in the heart of Edinburgh’s 
New Town (Credit: Amanda Ruggeri) 

 
I met Cooper in his office: a wood-paneled, book-

stuffed room in the Grand Lodge of Scotland at 96 
George Street, Edinburgh – just around the corner from 
Mary’s Chapel. Here and there were cardboard boxes, the 
kind you’d use for a move, each heaped full with dusty 
books and records. Since its founding in 1736, this lodge 
has received the records and minutes of every other 
official Scottish Masonic lodge in existence. It is also 
meant to have received every record of membership, 

possibly upwards of four million names in total. 
One of the items on display at the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland’s museum is its membership record with the 
signature of famed Freemason Robert Burns (Credit: 
Amanda Ruggeri) 
 

That makes the sheer number of documents to 
wade through daunting. But it’s also fruitful, like when 
the Grand Lodge got wind of the Aitchison’s Haven 
minutes, which were going for auction in London in the 
late 1970s. Another came more recently when Cooper 

http://www.lodgeofedinburgh.org.uk/
https://www.amazon.com/Cracking-Freemasons-Code-Solomons-Brotherhood/dp/1416546820
http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/
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found the 115-year-old membership roll book of a 
Scottish Masonic lodge in Nagasaki, Japan. 

“There’s an old saying that wherever Scots went in 
numbers, the first thing they did was build a kirk [church], 
then they would build a bank, then they would build a 
pub. And the fourth thing was always a lodge,” Cooper 
said, chuckling. 

The curator of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, Robert 
Cooper, looks over the lodge’s museum (Credit: 
Amanda Ruggeri) 

 
That internationalism was on full display in the 

Grand Lodge of Scotland’s museum, which is open to the 
public. It was full of flotsam and jetsam from around the 
world: a green pennant embroidered with the “District 
Grand Lodge of Scottish Freemasonry in North China;” 
some 30 Masonic “jewels” – or, to non-Masons, medals – 
from Czechia alone. 

Of course, conspiracy theorists find that kind of reach 
foreboding. Some say Freemasonry is a cult with links to 
the Illuminati. Others believe it to be a global network 
that’s had a secret hand in everything from the design of 
the US dollar bill to the French Revolution. Like most 
other historians, Cooper shakes his head at this. 

“If we’re a secret society, how do you know about 
us?” he asked. “This is a public building; we’ve got a 
website, a Facebook page, Twitter. We even advertise 
things in the press. But we’re still a ‘secret society’ 
running the world! A real secret society is the Mafia, the 
Chinese triads. They are real secret societies. They don’t 
have a public library. They don’t have a museum you can 
wander into.” 

Some of the mythology about Freemasonry stems 
from the mystery of its early origins. One fantastical 
theory goes back to the Knights Templar; after being 
crushed by King Philip of France in 1307, the story goes, 
some fled to Argyll in western Scotland, and remade 
themselves as a new organization called the Freemasons.  

Others – including Freemasons themselves – trace 
their lineage back to none other than King Solomon, 
whose temple, it’s said, was built with a secret knowledge 
that was transferred from one generation of stonemason to 
the next. 

A more likely story is that Freemasonry’s early 
origins stem from medieval associations of tradesmen, 
similar to guilds. “All of these organizations were based 
on trades,” said Cooper. “At one time, it would have been, 
‘Oh, you’re a Freemason – I’m a Free Gardener, he’s a 
Free Carpenter, he’s a Free Potter’.” 

For all of the tradesmen, having some sort of 
organization was a way not only to make contacts, but 
also to pass on tricks of the trade – and to keep outsiders 
out. 

But there was a significant difference between the 
tradesmen. Those who fished or gardened, for example, 
would usually stay put, working in the same community 
day in, day out. 

Not so with stonemasons. Particularly with the rush 
to build more and more massive, intricate churches 
throughout Britain in the Middle Ages, they would be 
called to specific – often huge – projects, often far from 
home. They might labor there for months, even years. 
Thrown into that kind of situation, where you depended on 
strangers to have the same skills and to get along, how 
could you be sure everyone knew the trade and could be 
trusted? By forming an organization. How could you 
prove that you were a member of that organization when 
you turned up? By creating a code known by insiders only 
– like a handshake. 

Edinburgh's Lodge of Journeyman Masons No. 8 was 
founded in 1578; this lodge was built for it on 
Blackfriars Street in 1870 (Credit: Amanda Ruggeri) 

 
Even if lodges existed earlier, though, the effort to 

organize the Freemason movement dates back to the late 
1500s. A man named William Schaw was the Master of 
Works for King James VI of Scotland (later also James I 
of England), which meant he oversaw the construction and 
maintenance of the monarch’s castles, palaces and other 
properties. In other words, he oversaw Britain’s 
stonemasons. And, while they already had traditions, 
Schaw decided that they needed a more formalized 
structure – one with by-laws covering everything from 
how apprenticeships worked to the promise that they 
would “live charitably together as becomes sworn 
brethren.” 
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In 1598, he sent these statutes out to every Scottish 
lodge in existence. One of his rules? A notary be hired as 
each lodge’s clerk. Shortly after, lodges began to keep 
their first minutes. 

“It’s because of William Schaw’s influence that 
things start to spread across the whole country. We can 
see connections between lodges in different parts of 
Scotland – talking to each other, communicating in 
different ways, travelling from one place to another,” 
Cooper said. 

 
This oil painting at the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
shows Robert Burns’ inauguration at Lodge 
Canongate Kilwinning No. 2, which was founded in 
1677 (Credit: Amanda Ruggeri) 

 
Scotland’s influence was soon overshadowed. With 

the founding of England’s Grand Lodge, the English 
edged out in front of the movement’s development. And in 
the centuries since, Freemasonry’s Scottish origins have 
been largely forgotten. 

“The fact that England can claim the first move 
towards national organization through grand lodges, and 
that this was copied subsequently by Ireland (c 1725) and 
Scotland (1736), has led to many English Masonic 
historians simply taking it for granted that Freemasonry 
originated in England, which it then gave to the rest of the 
world,” writes David Stevenson in his book The Origins 
of Freemasonry. 

Hidden in plain sight on Brodie’s Close off of 
Edinburgh’s Royal Mile, the Celtic Lodge of Edinburgh 
and Leith No. 291 was founded in 1821 (Credit: 
Amanda Ruggeri) 

Cooper agrees. “It is in some ways a bit bizarre when 
you think of the fact that we have written records, and 
therefore membership details, and all the plethora of stuff 
that goes with that, for almost 420 years of Scottish history,” 
he said. “For that to remain untouched as a source – a 
primary source – of history is really rather odd.” 

One way in which most people associate 
Freemasonry and Scotland, meanwhile, is Rosslyn 
Chapel, the medieval church resplendent with carvings 
and sculptures that, in the wake of Dan Brown’s Da Vinci 
Code, many guides have explained as Masonic. But the 
building’s links to Masonry are tenuous. Even a chapel 
handbook published in 1774 makes no mention of any 
Masonic connections. 

 
Mary’s Chapel may only be open to fellow 
Freemasons, but its location is anything but a secret 
(Credit: Amanda Ruggeri) 

 
Scotland’s true Masonic history, it turns out, is more 

hidden than the church that Dan Brown made famous. It’s 
just hidden in plain sight: in the Grand Lodge and museum 
that opens its doors to visitors; in the archivist eager for 
more people to look at the organization’s historical 
records; and in the lodges themselves, tucked into corners 
and alleyways throughout Edinburgh and Scotland’s other 
cities. 

Their doors may often be closed to non-members, but 
their addresses, and existence, are anything but secret. 

This story is a part of BBC Britain – a series focused 

on exploring this extraordinary island, one story at a time. 

Readers outside of the UK can see every BBC Britain 

story by heading to the Britain homepage; you also can 

see our latest stories by following us on Facebook and 

Twitter. 
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