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St. John’s Lodge No. 9, F. & A. M. 
Trestleboard 

                              meets: 7910 Greenwood Ave. N. 
September 2024                                       Lodge phone: (206) 623-0261 
Jim Russell, editor                     jimrussell58@frontier.com 

                            web: www.seattlemasons.org 
    
 

Serving Seattle since 1860 
 

FROM THE EAST  
Eric Koteles, Master 

 
Dear Brethren, 
As we gather this September, we have the privilege of 

celebrating a momentous milestone in our Lodge's 
history—our 164th anniversary.  This occasion serves as a 
powerful reminder of the enduring legacy that St. John’s 
Lodge No. 9 has built since its founding in 1860.  Our 
Lodge has stood as a beacon of Masonic light in Seattle, 
guiding countless brothers on their journey of personal and 
spiritual growth.  We are part of a long and proud lineage 
of men who have dedicated themselves to the principles of 
Freemasonry, shaping not only our Lodge but the 

community around us. 
This month, we also have the distinct honor of initiating two new brothers 

into our fold.  Their initiation is not just a ceremonial act; it is the continuation of 
a sacred tradition that has been passed down through generations.  As we 
welcome these new members, let us remember that we are not just adding to our 
numbers, but we are nurturing the future of our Lodge.  Each new brother 
represents the potential for growth, the promise of new ideas, and the 
continuation of our cherished traditions. 

The act of initiation is a profound one, filled with symbolism and meaning. 
It is a reminder to all of us of the commitments we made when we first knocked 
on the door of Freemasonry.  As we guide these new brothers through their 
Masonic journey, let us do so with the same passion, dedication, and wisdom that 
our predecessors showed us.  It is our duty to ensure that they understand the 
weight of the obligations they are undertaking and the beauty of the path they are 
about to walk. 

Looking to the future, we have much to be optimistic about.  Our Lodge 
continues to thrive, thanks to the hard work and dedication of each of you. 
Together, we are building a bright future, one that honors our past while 
embracing the opportunities of tomorrow.  The torch of leadership and 
responsibility that has been passed down to us is now in our hands, and it is up to 
us to pass it on to the next generation, brighter and stronger than ever before. 

In conclusion, let this month be a time of reflection, celebration, and 
anticipation.  As we celebrate our Lodge’s 164 years of existence, let us also look 
forward to the future we are building together.  Let us continue to support and 
uplift one another, ensuring that St. John’s Lodge No. 9 remains a beacon of light 
and a sanctuary of brotherhood for generations to come. 

Fraternally yours, 
Eric Koteles, Worshipful Master 

 

CALENDAR  

• September 7 (2pm–6pm):  164th 
anniversary Celebration – mix & 

mingle Nile Shrine Center 

• September 12 (7pm):  Officers 
meeting teleconference 

• September 13 (6pm): EA degree 

• September 15-16: Milad un Nabi - 

Celebration of Prophet Muhammad's 

Birth 

• September 18 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  St. 
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated 

• September 19 (6pm):  EA degree 

 
• October 2 – 4:  Rosh Hashanah 

(Jewish New Year) 

• October 11-12 Yom Kippur (Friday-

Saturday) 

• October 9 (6pm):  Board of Trustees  
2025 Budget preparation 

• October 10 (7pm): Officers meeting 

teleconference 

• October 16 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  St. 
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated Past Masters 

Night, Election of Officers 

• October 26 (10am):  Quarterly 
meeting Masonic Service Bureau 

• November 13 (6pm):   Board of 
Trustees  

• November 14 (7pm): Officers 
meeting 

• November 20 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  St. 
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated 

• November 28: Thanksgiving Day 

• December 18 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:  St. 
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated  

• December 25:  Christmas 

• December 31:  Deadline for payment 

of 2025 Lodge dues 

Eric Koteles 

Worshipful Master 

mailto:jimrussell58@frontier.com
http://web:%20www.seattlemasons.org
mailto:eric.koteles@gmail.com
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Next stated communication September 18 

ST. JOHN’S:  LET’S HAVE A GREAT TURN-OUT FOR EA DEGREES 
St. John’s invites all members to witness the initiation of new brothers into the Fraternity on Friday, September  13 and 

19.  The Entered Apprentice degrees will open at 6pm at the Greenwood Masonic Center.   Participants in the degree for Mr. 
Fred Grant will be led by WBro. Russ Johnson. 

Mr. Frederick (Fred) Grant will be initiated on the 13th.  Mr. Grant has been visiting with us 
for over a year and he and he and many of our St. John’s active members have come to know each 
other well.   Mr. Grant was born in 1988, in Marietta, Georgia.  He presently lives in Lake Forest 
Park, WA.  He is self-employed as a video editor and motion graphic designer and video producer 
contracting for SONY Picture Entertainment, Culver City, CA.  He has a very unique and diverse 
set of skills: world traveler, martial artist, Eagle Scout, digital video and filmmaking background, 
business owner, extreme sports athlete, video game developer, and more.  

Mr. Kristopher DiGiulio, Jr. will be initiated on the 19th.  Mr. DiGiulio was born in 2000, 
in Kirkland, WA.   He is a student and employed by Dairy Queen.  His hobbies and interests include Anime 
(Japanese film and television animation), cooking, making puzzles, and reading Manga (Japanese comics).  He is 
a Senior DeMolay (PMC).  His father, grandfather, great grandfather, and aunt are or were all involved in the 
fraternity and affiliates.  He states that he “enjoys the friendships and the way it makes you a much better person.”  

ST. JOHN’S SEPTEMBER COMMUNICATION 

St. John's meets every 3rd Wednesday throughout the 
year.  This month our communication will be September 18.. 

Please make your dinner reservations 

for our stated communication with the 

secretary at 206 623-0261 by Friday, 

September 13 prior to our September 18 
meeting.  If you need a ride, the secretary 

will be happy to find one for you.  Do you know of a 
brother who has not attended Lodge in a while?   Call him 
and ask if you can bring him to Lodge. 

PETITIONS:  APPOINTMENT OF 
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 

The Master has appointed Bro. Jeff Hawley, Bro. 
Kemalcan Jimmerson and Bro. Louis Turner to investigate 
petitioner Mr. David Kwan . Members of St. John's should 
contact these brothers or the Master with any concerns or 
helpful information to include in a final report well before 
balloting. 

Table of Contents linked 

From the East, Master’s Message ……….………..... page 1 
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St. John’s to Celebrate 164 Years  ……………………......... 2 

Wardens’ Messages  ………......................................…… 3 

Values of Freemasonry ……………………………………………. 3  

Grand Master’s Suit Up for Charity ……………………..…… 3 

Esotericism in Freemasonry Conference  …………………. 4 

From the Secretary’s Desk……………………………………….. 4 

St. John’s Meets in Yesler’s Cookhouse…………………..… 5 

September Birthday Celebrants ……………..……………….. 5 

The Seattle P.I. & Masonry …………………………..………….  6 

Frank Land Lodge Hosts Teddy Bear Drive …………..…… 6  

Are You Duly and Truly Prepared? ..……………..………….. 7  

When WB William Collison became Master  ……..…..…  8 

Thomas Lamb 12 Day Tour Of Britain ……………….……..  8 

The Rights of an EA or a Fellowcraft ……………..…………… 8 

ST. JOHN’S TO CELEBRATE 164 
YEARS IN THE FRATERNUTY! 

St. John’s invites all brothers and their ladies (or guest) 
to a “mix & mingle” social at the Nile Shrine (Potentate’s 

Room). Saturday, 
September 7.  WBro. 
Adam Creighton and 
his musicians will 
offer musical 
entertainment while 
guests enjoy a 
selection of assorted 

hors d’oeurves throughout the afternoon.  Doors will open 
at 2pm; gusts will be dismissed by 6pm. 

St. John's Lodge was chartered September 4, 1860.  
Make this day one to celebrate our Lodge’s 164th 
anniversary in style! 

Servers will pass among 
our guests with trays of nine or 
ten different assortments of 
hors d’eourves and desserts of 
Mango Mousse and Lava 
Brownies.  

Members and guests 
will also enjoy a complimentary beverage of their 
choice.  Additional drinks may be ordered (at one’s 
expense) from the bar..    Beverages Include beer, 
wine, mid-tier spirits, custom cocktails, and assorted 
soft drinks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to Suit & Tie Attire 
Brothers are encouraged to wear our 

traditional suit and tie to stated and 

special communications for the remainder 

of the year. 

• Guest Arrival: 2pm 
• Bar Opens: 2pm 

• Food Service: 2pm 

• Bar Last Call: 

5:45pm 

• Event Ends: 6pm 
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FROM THE WEST 
WBro.  John Murray Louderback 

 
It is with renewed inspiration I have in our beloved 

Lodge.  I am inspired because we have new men seeking 
membership.  Over the last few months, we have had 
many men expressing interest in Freemasonry and St. 
John’s.  I believe we have turned the corner after the 
setbacks experienced with COVID. 

Each Master Mason holds a significant role in 
Freemasonry, representing the highest degree in the 
Masonic hierarchy.  With this comes important 
responsibility. 

Each Master Mason has an important role of 
leadership and oversight in their Lodge.  Master Masons 
are seen as leaders of their Lodges, responsible for 
overseeing and coordinating activities and affairs.  Among 
the privileges and responsibilities of a Master Mason, each 
should be aspiring to leadership positions and upholding 
the laws, regulations and constitutions of the Grand Lodge 
and conducting themselves with respect honor and 
integrity.  The Master Mason Degree involves much 
symbolism and ritual which emphasizes moral lessons and 
the importance of fidelity.  Becoming a Master Mason is 
seen as a life long journey of self-improvement with 
reflection, introspection and opportunities to delve deeper 
into Masonic philosophy and symbolism.  Know thyself. 

As Master Masons, we now have a renewed 
opportunity for each of us to play a crucial role in the 
education, development and mentoring of our newer 
members, guiding them through their Masonic journey.  

As the beehive holds much symbolism in 
Freemasonry – be of one mind, acting together in 
harmony. 

Visit Our District 5 Brethren 

District 5 Lodges Next Meeting Time 

St. John’s 9 Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024 7:30pm 

Eureka 20 Monday, Sept. 9, 2024 7 pm 

University 141 Friday, Sept. 6, 2024 7:30pm 

Daylight 232 Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024 10am 

Queen Anne 242 Thursday, Oct 10, 2024 6:30pm 

Esoterika 316 Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024 7:30pm 

Values of Freemasonry are Passed from 
Generation to Generation, Mason to Mason 

Freemasonry (or Masonry) is the oldest fraternal 
organization in the world. Though its origins can be traced 
to the stonemasons and cathedral builders of Medieval 
times, Freemasonry remains a vital force in the daily lives 
of millions of men across the globe. 

Through a series of degrees and ceremonies, the 
values of Freemasonry are passed from generation to 
generation, Mason to Mason, in a timeless and tireless 
effort to make good men better. These degrees provide a 
framework that affects every aspect of modern life and are 
based on the values of brotherly love, relief, and truth. 

FROM THE SOUTH 

WBro. David Flood  
 

NOT JUST A MAN, A MASON. 

A Freemason is committed to bettering himself, his 

community, and the world. He is on a journey of self-

discovery believing in something greater than himself, a 

journey in which he will be supported by other good 

men. (Quoted from the highly successful membership 

campaign at https://beafreemason.org)  

Over 100,000 men nationally have found this 
message describes what they are seeking and have 
responded with interest. 

Our guiding principles can be summed up in modern 
language as Integrity, Friendship, Respect and Service. 
In today’s world, filled with uncertainty, these principles 
ring as true now as they ever have.  Friendship is a key 
building block in creating the positive supportive 
environment that men today are seeking. Friendship in a 
Lodge is a collective process of building together 
supporting each brother's ability to succeed and grow.  

In building together we use stone masons tools and 
expressive emblems to enliven and teach our great tenets of 
brotherly love, relief and truth. Friendship doesn’t 
magically happen, it requires strong foundations. Brotherly 
love unites men as the EA degree points out. One ingredient 
is fidelity to each other shown emblematically by hands 
clasped in a handshake. Fidelity to our pledge to help, aid 
and assist each brother in friendship is integral to our 
becoming not just men, but Masons. 

Our Grand Master of 
Washington 

Proudly Presents his 

‘SUIT UP FOR CHARITY’  
Gala Fundraising Event 

Saturday, September 28th, 2024 
Doors open at 4:00pm / Dinner: 6:00pm  

Dress Code: Formal 
Seattle Police Athletic Association Pavilion 

11030 E Marginal Way S, Tukwila 
Ticket price $100 

Tickets: charityauction.bid/2024SuitUpForCharity 
 

This will be an evening to remember! 
Fantastic Tri-Tip Bistro Steak w/Gorgonzola Sauce Dinner, 

Live Auction, Silent Auction, Heads-or-Tails event, Wine 
Pull, Dessert Auction, and much more. 

 

All proceeds to benefit Washington Masonic Services 
Youth Scholarship Fund 

mailto:johnmlouderback@outlook.com
mailto:floodtax@gmail.com
https://beafreemason.org/
https://charityauction.bid/2024SuitUpForCharity
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Greetings to all Esotericism in Freemasonry 

Conference past attendees! 

This year’s conference will be Sept 27th-29th. 
Thanks again to the brethren of Occidental Lodge for 
hosting us at Ballard Masonic Center in North Seattle. Our 
organizing committee has put together another amazing 
program for 2024. For complete details check over 
at www.esotericmasonry.com regularly.  

We are featuring Freemason and published author Ike 
Baker of Arcanvm Podcast (https://ikebaker.com/) as our 
keynote speaker, as well as Dr. Nathan Schick, Br. Doug 
Blake, and returning speakers Br. P.D. Newman and Br. 
Jaime Paul Lamb. Saturday's event will be capped off with 
a panel on Freemasonic Buildings featuring executives 
from two recently completed new construction projects in 
Vancouver, BC followed by the extremely popular VIP 
dinner. New this year on Sunday we will be featuring 
some practical classes with P.D. Newman, Jaime Paul 
Lamb, and Ike Baker.  

Tickets are the same again this year. $50 each for 
Saturday and Sunday. Brethren (including EA and FC) 
and invited guests only on Sunday. Friday's meditation 
session with Br. Doug Russell will be by donation. RSVP 
for YOUR tickets right now by 
emailing esotericmasonry@gmail.com. We are actively 
seeking local volunteers to pick up/drop off our speakers 
and assist with the event itself. If you are available to 
assist in any capacity please email us 
at esotericmasonry@gmail.com 

Lodge Sponsorships are being sought to offset our 
operating costs. $500.00+ sponsorships would be 
appreciated and will include some tickets. The intention is 
to encourage attendees that wouldn't normally come to this 
event, and allow us to sell beyond our capacity with some 
expected "breakage" as a donation. We will acknowledge 
all of our sponsors at the event and on the permanent 
archive page for the 2024 conference. If you think your 
Lodge is interested in helping us host this event or in 2025 
please email us immediately 
at esotericmasonry@gmail.com  

We will be hosting some "Zoom" viewing 
opportunities for the conference now that we know we 
have the technical capability to do so. The event is meant 
to be attended in person, so please encourage everyone to 
come in person if they can.  If you know of brethren or 
Lodges that would like to participate in the zoom session 
please have them email me so I can get them the technical 
details. We reserve the right to black-out certain content 
for obvious reasons. We don't expect anything 
controversial enough to have to do that this year.  

If you have already RSVP'ed I assure you we have it. 
There will be advance payment opportunities presented to 
those who RSVP. We will also be emailing this list with 
an opportunity to preorder various featured books that will 
be for sale at registration. 

Questions?  Contact Ken Lane, Jr. at  kmjr@msn.com.  

Let Us Not Forget Our Families! 

Freemasonry shapes us into better men, but let's not 
forget the vital role our families play in this journey. 

 Without their support, it's challenging to fully 
commit to the Craft, and our Masonic work is deeply 
connected to the strength and unity we have at home. 

 We all know talking about Freemasonry at home can 
be - tricky.   Some of us are fortunate to have families who 
are all in, while others might face some resistance. 

 And how many times have we heard,  "The Lodge 

takes up too much of your time!"? 
 The good news is that a little communication can go 

a long way... 
 From the very start, like on the night of a candidate's 

investigation, it's a great idea to sit down with his family 
and share what Freemasonry is all about.   A positive first 
impression can make a big difference. 

 And as Brothers, let's make it a habit to share our 
Masonic experiences with our families, inviting them to 
be part of our journey. 

 While it's fantastic to see a new Brother so 
enthusiastic, balance is essential.   We've all seen someone 
eager to dive in and take on everything, but it's important 
that this excitement doesn't come at the expense of family 
time. 

 After all, our families are what keep us grounded. 
 Freemasonry enriches our lives, but it's our families 

who support us every step of the way.   As a Lodge, we 
must remember that a Brother's family is a big part of his 
success in the Craft.   Overloading him with too many 
commitments can lead to tension at home. 

 This is especially important for those stepping into 
officer roles (and the time that takes up). 

 Let's make sure we're mentoring our officers in ritual 
and in finding the right balance between Lodge duties and 
family life. 

 One of the best ways to bring our Lodge and families 
closer is by organizing events everyone can enjoy.   It's 
these opportunities that help us share the joy of 
Freemasonry with those we care about most. 

Brothers, our families are the silent partners in our 
Masonic journey. 

When we ensure that they feel valued and included, 
we strengthen not only our homes but also our fraternity. 

 ~ MasonicFind. 

Brothers, 
It has been a great 

pleasure to serve St. John's 
Lodge as your Secretary for 
the past 28 years.  My 

present health (and cancer diagnosis) now forces my 
retirement and I look forward to welcoming whoever steps 
up at our elections in October to make themselves 
available for this office 

Your patience with my failing eyesight and any other 
failures is much appreciated!  

http://www.esotericmasonry.com/
https://ikebaker.com/
mailto:esotericmasonry@gmail.com
mailto:esotericmasonry@gmail.com
mailto:esotericmasonry@gmail.com
mailto:kmjr@msn.com
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St. JOHN’S LODGE FIRST MEETS IN YESLER’S COOKHOUSE 

Records show that St. John's Lodge first meeting 

place was in Henry Yesler’s cook house, which served as 

a meeting hall for many events of that time.   

Yesler’s Mill, stores, and taverns on Skid Road (Mill 
Street, now Yesler Way) 

Freemasons of that time (1860) desired to form a 
Masonic Lodge, and after meeting the requirements to do 
so, the Grand Lodge of Washington (Territory) chartered 
St. John's No. 9.  One of the first things to do was to find a 
place to meet – and the Henry Yesler cook house was the 
most promising. 

The Denny Party  had landed in late 1851, and by 
1866 the town had its first historic landmark crisis when 
Henry Yesler, the man whose steam-powered sawmill 
brought industry to the city, decided to tear down the 
mill’s modest log cook house. 

This structure had become the budding burg’s first 
civic space.  It had served as Seattle’s hotel, courtroom, 
church, entertainment venue, restaurant, jail, political 
gathering spot and coffee house.  It was City Hall, Town 
Hall, the Courthouse, Starbucks and Microsoft rolled into 
one.  In short, everything a frontier village needed, save a 
brothel. Many settlers lamented its destruction because it 
embodied the collective memory of Seattle’s start-up days. 

In its July 30, 1866 edition the Puget Sound Weekly 
noted that “There was nothing about this cook house very 
peculiar, except the interest with which old memories had 
invested it. It was simply a dingy-looking hewed log 
building, about twenty-five feet square, a little more than 
one story high, with a shed addition in the rear, and to 
strangers and newcomers was rather an eye-sore and 
nuisance in the place – standing as it did in the business 

part of town, among the 
more pretentious buildings 
of modern construction, like 
a quaint octogenarian, 
among a band of dandyish 
sprigs of Young America.”  

View looking west to Yesler’s Mill at the end of the street 
(see smokestack) and nearby cookhouse; the tall pole in 
the road on the right is where the Pioneer Square pergola 
stands today, (1874) 

Labor Day Reflects the Principles of Freemasonry. 

This month we  set aside a day to honor the 
dedication and contributions of the American workforce. 

It’s fitting to reflect on the industrious spirit that has 
long been the bedrock of our nation’s achievements. 

This holiday celebrated on the first Monday of 
September, serves as a powerful reminder of the collective 
effort that has built the United States, brick by brick, 
through the hands of countless laborers 

 In many ways, the values celebrated on Labor Day 
resonate deeply with the principles of Freemasonry.  Our 
fraternity has always held in high esteem the virtues of 
hard work, perseverance, and the pursuit of excellence. 

Just as the skilled craftsman meticulously carves 
stone, transforming raw material into a masterpiece, so 
have American workers shaped the nation with their 
hands, minds, and hearts. 

Through this relentless dedication to craft and 
industry, great things are built, be they towering cathedrals 
or a thriving society. 

 Within our Masonic traditions, the symbolism of the 
working tools, the Square, the Compasses, and the Trowel 
remind us that our labors, when guided by wisdom and 
virtue, contribute to the betterment of humanity.  

 As we celebrate Labor Day, let us reaffirm our 
commitment to these enduring principles.  May we 
continue to build, not only with stone and mortar but with 
the values that guide us:  integrity, brotherhood, and a 
tireless pursuit of knowledge and self-improvement. 

 Through this collective labor, much like the efforts 
of those we honor on this day, we lay the foundation for a 
better future. 

 ~ MasonicFind. 
 

MASTER MASONS RAISED IN SEPTEMBER 
Date Raised: 

9/15/1965  Bernard B. Gordon 
9/24/1969  Petros N. Farmasonis 
9/19/1973  Brad D. Wolford 
9/13/1976  Richard L. Waldo 
9/10/2008  Phillip J. See 
 
New Deputy of the Supreme Council: 

Illustrious Brother Roger Nelson 33° has been named 
Deputy of the Supreme Council in the Orient of 
Washington replacing Illustrious Brother Al Jorgensen 
33°. Many thanks to Brother Al for what he has done for 
Freemasonry and the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS 
Day 
4      St. John’s Lodge No, 9 
16 George H. Wohlleben 
17 George O. “Bob” Smith, Jr. 
18 Bryan E. Hopkins 
22 Vincent Di Giulio 
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THE SEATTLE P.I. & MASONRY 
From the September Trestleboard  issue of Daylight Lodge 232 

Seattle’s long running morning paper generally 
known as the PI was the workplace for many Daylight 
members. The Hearst Corporation, owner of The Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer closed it down in the 1990s.  After more 
than a century of providing Seattle morning readers with 
the news it passed into history along with the Union 
Record and the Seattle Star.   

There is Masonic and Daylight history tied to the 
Seattle Post Intelligencer.  John Leary of St. John’s Lodge 
No. 9 owned the Seattle Post when it merged with the 
Intelligencer in the 1870s.  Edmond Meany, St. John’s 
Master in 1897 for whom the theater at the U of W was 
named; one of the school’s first graduates, as a  State 

Legislator he promoted locating the 
university at the current site, an 
important university leader and 
instructor.  He worked as a young 
reporter for the Post-Intelligencer.  He 
also served as Grand Historian.  

Reginald Tudor Thomas, Daylight’s 
first Senior Warden, 1922 Master and Secretary from 1942 to 
1959 was a P.I. employee as were several other Masters. 
They include William Steel 1925, Charles Smith 1926, Hugo 
Naegele 1932, Leroy Ferguson 1936 
and Henry Wishar 1939.  At various 
occasions some of them and other 
members worked for the Union Record, 
the Seattle Star or the Seattle Times.  

The list of such members includes many brothers who it 
may be assumed to have worked at the P.I. because it was 
Seattle’s favored morning paper printed, etc. at night.  A few 
may have worked at the Union Record in the early years of 
the 20th Century, a paper unique in American history as the 
only daily paper owned and operated by the labor unions.  It, 
in itself is a story, should anyone find a copy of the first issue 
it is historically worth a fortune. 

To determine exactly where the brother was 
employed is difficult because professions on the petitions 
including those of the charter members read 
“newspaperman,” “printer” or “stereotyper” or one of the 
other crafts closely associated with the newspaper trades.   
Taking a guess, the newspaper trade early members were 
Don Noel, Frederick Mooreman, John Butterfield, Albert 
Parish, Arthur Arnold and Tudor Thomas.  Butterfield, a 
stereotype was a member of Southgate Lodge No. 320 in 
Los Angeles; knew about the Hollywood daytime Lodge 
Silver Trowel No. 415. He was one of two brothers who 
organized the first meeting of the brothers that formed 
Daylight.  One of the Lodge’s treasured items is an ivory 
gavel presented in 1922 by the members who were 
employed at the Seattle P.I. 

A Masonic Lodge is not inappropriately represented as a 
symbol of life:  The reception of a candidate, therefore, into 
a Lodge of Freemasons is a type of new life upon which he 
is about to enter.  Without our portals he stand helpless, in 
darkness and ignorance, on the threshold of this new 
Masonic life.  Upon the first step taken in his researches for 
light and truth, lessons of fortitude and fidelity are 
impressed upon his mind, and he is taught that the 
foundation upon which Masonry rests is the belief in, and 
acknowledgment of, a Supreme Being in whom we trust. 

Lodge Dues Climb as Months Pass 
$5 penalty added each month delinquent 

 

 
Des Moines Masonic Lodge hosts Teddy Bear 
Drive for first responders 

by Editor August 30, 2024 

 
Frank S. Land No. 313 Masonic Lodge has long 

been involved in supporting the Des Moines community, 
from organizing a sock drive for the Des Moines Food 
Bank to providing annual grants to Midway Elementary 
School. 

This summer, the Lodge took its community 
involvement a step further by organizing a stuffed animal 
drive aimed at supporting local first responders. 

The Lodge collected more than 600 donations of 
small to medium-sized stuffed animals, including teddy 
bears, with the goal of offering comfort to children 
affected by fires, accidents, and other traumatic events. 

“A small stuffed animal can help bring back that 
smile to a child’s face! Bring back some hope and 
comfort, in a time of need,” a representative from the 
Lodge said. 
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Were you duly and truly prepared in your mind and ready to start your journey in Freemasonry?  In Freemasonry, it 
is true that your family and means of earning a living are predominant..  But it is important that you understand what 
it really means to become a Mason.  Are you duly and truly prepared to attend the meetings of your Lodge, to the best 
of your ability? Are you duly and truly prepared to learn what it means to be a Mason and live according to Masonic precepts?  
Freemasonry is an organization dedicated to making good men better.  

Are You Duly and Truly Prepared? 

by Midnight Freemason Bro. Ira Gilbert, PM, PDGM 

My Brothers, you became my brothers as soon as you 
took upon yourself the obligation of the Entered 
Apprentice degree.  When you entered the door of your 
Lodge for the first time two questions were asked of you. 
The first was whether your entry into the Lodge was of 
your own free will and accord.  The second was asked of 
the Junior Deacon, who was conducting you on your 
admission into the Lodge, was whether you were duly and 
truly prepared.  These two questions are inter-related. 

Was your entry into our fraternity of your own free 
will and accord?  Did anyone entice you into becoming a 
Freemason?  When the Investigating Committee spoke to 
you and your significant other were you asked the reasons 
for your desire to become a 
Freemason?  Were you offered a copy 
of “On The Threshold” a pamphlet 
that explains the journey that you are 
now undertaking or some other 
material given by your Grand Lodge? 

As an extension of the query of 
your free will for entry into 
Freemasonry, you should have been 
informed that being a Freemason 
grants you entry into an elite fraternity 
of brothers.  A Masonic Lodge is far 
more than being merely a social or charitable 
organization.  The social and charitable activities of your 
Lodge are important.  You may be attracted to the social 
and charitable endeavors of the Lodge.  These are 
certainly laudable activities for every Lodge to undertake. 
However, a Masonic Lodge is also a place for moral and 
philosophical enlightenment. 

As experienced Masons, we envy the path that lies 
ahead for you in our brotherhood of Freemasonry.  After 
taking your obligation in the Entered Apprentice Degree, 
you heard an explanatory lecture on the symbolism and 
meaning of the ritual that you had just completed.  In the 
ritual for each of the three degrees in Blue Lodge Masonry 
there are some ninety items that require symbolic 
explanation.  The explanations presented to you in the 
degrees are only a start in understanding what 
Freemasonry really means. 

Bro. Rollin C. Blackmer edited and produced a series 
of lectures about our fraternity. His book was entitled, 
“The Lodge and the Craft.”  It was first published in the 
year 1923.  In the first lecture Bro. Blacker remarked that 
in the year 1923 there were approximately 100,000 

brethren in the State of Missouri. Of these 100,000 
brethren only about 75 men had made a significant study 
of the symbolism, philosophy, and history of this 
Brotherhood to which they belonged. 

He went on to state that it was a lamentable state of 
affairs that the majority of its members were ignorant of 
most everything connected with Freemasonry. There are 
many reasons for this regrettable state of affairs. 

The first of these reasons lies in the fact that our 
fraternity has now surpassed its 300th year of its 
existence.  Much has transpired in the past 300 years.  The 
fraternity cries out for its new brethren to take upon 
themselves a study of what the principles of our 
brotherhood really are and mean. 

You have joined a group of men who are the elite of 
society.  You should consider yourself a Masonic brother 

to George Washington, Benjamin 
Franklin, Paul Revere, John Hancock, 
thirteen signers of our United States 
Constitution, and nine signers of the 
Declaration of Independence.  You are 
a brother to a myriad of other 
Freemasons, such as Gene Autry, 
Ernest Borgnine, W. C. Fields, Clark 
Gable, Roy Rogers, Davy Crocket, 
George M. Cohan, Irving Berlin, 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, General 
Douglas MacArthur and General 

Leonard Wood. I can go on and on listing the brethren 
who you can now call your brothers.  You are fortunate, 
indeed, for having been welcomed into this great 
fraternity. 

Were you duly and truly prepared to enter the Lodge 
hall to take upon yourself the obligations of Freemasonry? 
This query can be considered on two levels. 

First of all, you were asked to divest yourself of all 
metals and wear a suit suitable to your degree.  You were 
hoodwinked (blindfolded) and a rope (cable-tow) was 
placed about you.  The meaning of these preparation and 
symbols were explained to you.  In this context you were 
undoubtedly duly and truly prepared to enter to Lodge hall. 

However, were you also duly and truly prepared in 
your mind and ready to start your journey in 
Freemasonry?  In Freemasonry, it is true that your family 
and means of earning a living are predominant.  And, I do 
not mean to imply that you are expected to become a 
Masonic scholar, while this would certainly be a laudable 
accomplishment.  But, it is important that you understand 
what it really means to become a Mason.  Are you duly 
and truly prepared to attend the meetings of your Lodge, 



 

 
 

P
a

g
e

 8
 

to the best of your ability?  A Masonic Lodge is only as 
good as the brethren that are active in its affairs. 

Are you duly and truly prepared to learn what it means 
to be a Mason and live according to Masonic precepts?  
Freemasonry is an organization dedicated to making good 
men better.  You are already thought to be a good man or 
you would not have passed the test of the ballot box and 
been admitted to your Lodge.  A study of Freemasonry will 
give you the tools to become a better man.  Properly 
implemented, your family and society, in general, will 
applaud your dedication to Masonic principles. 

So, my Brother, I welcome you into our fraternity. 
There are many in your Lodge who will aid your quest 
into the philosophy, symbolism, and history of our Order. 
You should find something that piques your interest in our 
Brotherhood.  There are five basic areas of interest in 
studying Freemasonry.  These are history, philosophy, 
symbolism, law, and ritual (its memorization and 
meaning).  Find an area that is of interest to you and 
pursue it.  There are dedicated brothers who will help you 
as you take upon yourself the journey to learn what it 
really means to be a Mason. 

My Brothers, I will close this presentation with a 
saying by the noted Masonic author, H. L. Haywood.  His 
words may indicate to you the basic premise of 
Freemasonry, “Not More Men In Masonry, But More 
Masonry In Men.” 

 
Bro. Ira Gilbert was raised on January 8, 1968, in Isaac Cutter 
Lodge #1073 and was Master in 1972. Isaac Cutter Lodge 
merged with Chicago Lodge #437 and he is now a member of 
Chicago Lodge. Bro Gilbert is a member of A. O. Fay Lodge 
#676 as well. He is also a member of the Valley of Chicago 
Scottish rite. Bro. Ira's dedication to Masonic Education has 
afforded him the ability to serve on the Grand Lodge Committee 
on Masonic Education and the Grand Lodge Committee on 
Jurisprudence. Bro. Ira is  a Past. He is also a fellow of the 
Illinois Lodge of Research and the ILOR awarded him the 
Andrew Torok Medal as well. 
     

When WB William Collison became Master of the 
Lodge in 1971, Seattle was experiencing a recession and a 
very high rate of unemployment.   Those were the days 
when the billboards read, "Last One Out of Seattle, Turn 
Off The Lights."  As Master, he hoped to attract brothers 
back to the Lodge and attract new members by providing 
good programs, good food, and the opportunity to 
socialize.  There were free meals for any members who 
went to Lodge. He wanted to get members to help each 
other in those hard times.  WB Collison utilized his 
expertise as a computer programmer and set about 
keypunching cards of all the more than 600 members to 
create a database for matching skills of people who 
needed jobs with job opportunities, and for organizing 
carpooling.  Two members, Brother Bill Clayton and 
Brother Harold Cloor visited every member in their own 
zip codes to see how they were faring and get information 
for the jobs database. 

THOMAS LAMB 12 DAY TOUR OF BRITAIN  
August 16th to 28th, 2025 

The culture trip Company and Tom Lamb have 
organized another unique tour of England and Scotland for 
August 2025.  The Tour company is The Culture Trip of 
London, which organized the St. John’s Lodge #9 
successful 2022 Tour of Scotland.   It will be in Edinburgh 
toward the end of the Edinburgh International Festival and 
includes attending the famous Military Tattoo.   

All tourists must be mobile and disability free.  
It is not a Masonic tour, though visits to the Grand Lodge 

of England, York and Scotland plus a visit to Inverness 
Masonic Club are planned and other masonic Lodges will be 
available in the allocated evening free time.  Flights to London 
and from Edinburgh are not included in Estimated Cost and 
should be made by each tourist    As usual, extending visit 
time before or after the organized tour would be available for 
you to continue your visit.   

If you are interested or have questions, please contact 
Tom Lamb at 425-742-2348 or nalamb@umich. If there are 
specific places enroute you would like to visit near the route 
let me know.   A detailed itinerary will be sent to you. 

Because of the inclusion of the Military Tattoo on its 
closing night, booking needs to be as early as possible.  
The tour’s inclusion of the Military Tattoo set the rest of 
the schedule, which is in the busiest tourist time and 
unfortunately, which has the highest costs and also the 
need for advanced booking of hotels. 

Tour group size will be limited to 40 people but a 
minimum of 20 people. Is required  So, an indication of 
interest is requested by September 30. 2024.    If there is 
sufficient indication of interest the tour arrangements will 
be confirmed.  Actual tour reservations will be required by 
December 13th with down 
payment.                                                                                                       

Price per person, based on Double Occupancy of 
hotel rooms, will vary depending on number of people in 
group, from $6,500 (20 people) to $5500 (40 people), and 
includes travel by luxury coach, all event tickets, entrance 
fees as well as all breakfasts, 6 lunches and 6 dinners 

The Rights of an EA or a Fellowcraft 
The  Entered Apprentice Fellowcraft  has the  right  

to  sit  in  a  Lodge when  opened in  the  Entered 
Apprentice or Fellowcraft Degree. He may visit another 
Lodge opened on the Entered Apprentice or Fellowcraft 
Degree when properly vouched for. He has the right  to 
be instructed and examined. If he is proficient and 
worthy, he has the right to  ask for advancement  to  the  
next  Degree.  Burial  services  may  be  extended  to  
Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Masons who 
have not taken their Proficiency on the Third Degree, as 
well as to non-affiliated Masons in good standing and to 
members of the Lodge at the discretion of the Worshipful 
Master. 

. As he has not yet assumed the financial obligations 
of payment of dues, nor yet signed the By-Laws, he is not 
entitled to vote, hold office, or join in the deliberations or 
administration of the Lodge. 


